


EDITOR'S PREFACE 

The following is the text of a conversation between the famous European 
playwright and intellectual, George Bernard Shaw, and the famous Islamic 
scholar and missionary, Maulana Abdul Aleem Siddiqui. They met in Mombasa, 
in British-occupied Kenya, 65 years ago on April 17, 1935. 

Shaw, the literary genius, rationalist and intellectual, was a perfect 
representative of the new essentially godless Euro-world order that had cloaked 
itself in the mantle of 'humanism'. That world order emerged in the wake of the 
transformation of Europe from Christendom into a 'one-eyed' secular society, 
and the empowerment of Europe through the scientific, technological and 
industrial revolutions. By 1935 it had already imposed its godless rule upon the 
rest of mankind 'at the point of the sword', and had made considerable progress 
in its new crusade of globalization to establish one global godless world. 

Maulana, on the other hand, through his spiritual magnetism, his 
intellectual brilliance and integrity, and his winsome personality, was an equally 
perfect representative of that sacred model of society that was established in the 
world for the last time by Prophet Muhammad (s). It was destined to survive the 
godless storm and to triumph over all rivals at the end of the Last Age when 
godless globalization would have lost all its steam. 

These two worlds, — representing the sacred and the secular models of 
society, were locked in a universal rivalry which would dominate the Last Age 
and would eventually culminate in the triumph of one model and the destruction 
of the other. It was yet possible, however, for their two representatives to meet 
with each other in conditions of mutual respect, and to conduct their discussions 
in a civil and courteous way. There are lessons in this today for representatives of 
both those worlds. I have made minor editorial changes to the text in such 
mundane matters as sentence construction. The reason for this is, of course, the 
difference between spoken and written language. But the substance of the 
dialogue, the language of the speakers (including the sometimes antiquated 
language of Maulana), and the ideas that were exchanged, have remained 
unchanged in this revised text. 

More importantly I have also ventured, from time to time, to insert critical 
comments in which I attempt to analyze certain questions and responses in the 
text. My comments are always in a smaller type and are also separated from the 
text with brackets. I do hope that these comments prove beneficial to the reader 
and that they do not detract from the treasure that lies within the text itself. 



The reader will find a biographical description of Maulana Abdul Aleem 
Siddiqui, the Islamic scholar, at the end of the document. 
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GEORGE BERNARD SHAW 
AND THE 

ISLAMIC SCHOLAR 

It was the morning of Wednesday April 17 1935 when Maulana 
Muhammad 'Abdul 'Aleem Siddiqui al-Qaderi, the eminent Indian Islamic 

scholar and Sufi Shaikh who was on a visit to Mombasa, met with George 
Bernard Shaw, world-renowned Irish playwright and savant, who was passing 
through the city on his way to (White) South Africa on a holiday. Shaw was 
travelling by the Union Castle liner, Linlithgow, when it made a stop for three 
days at the island. During this time he was a guest of the resident British 
Magistrate of Mombasa who was a distant relative he had never met before. 

There was drama at that moment when the Islamic scholar arrived at the 
residence of the Magistrate and Shaw himself came out at once to receive him. 
Shaw was well built, of medium stature, and with an erect and imposing figure, 
— an elderly gentleman of noble mien. He was smiling too, — not the smile of 
the sceptic that flickers just round the corners of the lips, but a smile of real 
welcome, and it suffused his face. There was nothing Shavian about him, if the 
phonetic pun were to be permitted, for even his chin was not shaved. Rather, a 
long flowing beard imparted a serene dignity to his falsely represented Freudian 
features. Full of vim and vigour, were it not for the gray colour of his hair, beard, 
and eyebrows, he could scarcely be credited with the four-score years that he 
carried with youthful buoyancy. 

Maulana 'Abdul 'Aleem Siddiqui, on the other hand, was a venerable 
figure dressed in dignified Arab robes. He was comparatively young, just forty-
three. Chronic catarrh and unceasingly intense mental strain had turned his hair 
gray and it made him look much older than he actually was. He, also, was 
smiling. It was the sparkling smile of those whose hearts radiate with innocence 
and purity. When Truth enters the heart then such a smile appears on the lips! 

Maulana stepped out of the car. There was a hearty exchange of greetings 
between the two men. Maulana expressed his great pleasure at meeting Shaw. 
The 'grand old man' immediately rejoined that having heard about Maulana's 
missionary exploits and his novel way of preaching Islam, he himself was very 
eager to know him, and it was indeed a very happy coincidence that they were 
able to meet each other for the first time in Mombasa. 

The conversation was very interesting, and quite devoid of Shavian shafts 
and sarcasms. Perhaps this was because the usual roles of interviews with 



George Bernard Shaw were reversed. It was Shaw himself who kept on 
questioning his guest, and who listened attentively to the prompt, lucid and 
informative replies. 

The following is the (edited) text of that memorable conversation: 

TEXT AND COMMENTARY OF 
CONVERSATION 

George Bernard Shaw: I regret I was unable, on account of a previous 
engagement, to attend your lecture last night, although I was very keen on doing 
so. You spoke on the 'Philosophy of Peace', but as a Muslim it would have been 
more appropriate if you had delivered a lecture on the 'Philosophy of War', for 
Islam, doubtless, has spread at the point of the sword! 

[Shaw's opening statement was meant to test the Islamic Scholar and to probe 
him in a matter that was so very sensitive. Modern European scholarship 
considered this subject to be the very 'Achilles heel' of Islam. But Shaw was 
already alive to the possibility that Islam was being misrepresented and 
demonized by Euro-Christian writers. Would the Islamic Scholar rush to offer an 
apologetic answer, or would he summon the courage to 'take the bull by the 
horns' and deliver a forthright repudiation of the charge without being 
overawed, and without fear? Shaw's abrupt opening 'brutal thrust' was not 
uncharitable. Rather it was made for the purpose of discovering the 
psychological profile of his guest. Was he made of iron and steel, or recycled 
paper? Western scholars have continued to do this over the years in their 
interaction with Islamic scholars. Indeed this has been, and still is, the method of 
Western civilization as a whole in its overall relations, - political, economic, 
strategic, etc., with the Muslim world in particular, and with the rest of non-
European humanity in general. My own spiritual insight has allowed me to 
recognize it as the method of Gog and Magog. 

Maulana replied in an extraordinarily courageous and forthright way, and in 
doing so he set a magnificent example for those who would follow in his 
footsteps. The Qur'an itself, in al-Ahzab: -33:1, had commanded the believers to 
speak in precisely such a straightforward way. Maulana politely yet effectively 
put Shaw on guard that he would not be intimidated, and that he did not deal in 
apologetics. Maulana did not confine himself to a simple exposition of Islamic 
theory pertaining to the subject. Instead he proceeded to promptly dismiss the 
charge against Islam as a 'myth', and he then offered a daring comparison with 
the conduct of both early Christian civilization and modern European 
civilization. That was brilliant! 




























